
FINANCE  
COMMITTEE AGENDA 

 
 

Called by:  John Butitta, Chairman DATE: THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2025 
Members:  Paul Arena, Valerie 
Hanserd, Joe Hoffman, Keith 
McDonald, John F. Sweeney, 

TIME: IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE 
OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
COMMITTEE MEETING AT 5:30 PM 

Christina Valdez  
 
 
 
 
AGENDA: 
 

LOCATION:   ROOM 303 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BLDG 
404 ELM STREET 
ROCKFORD, IL 61101 

A. Call to Order 

B. Roll Call  

C. Approval of August 28, 2025 Minutes           

D. Public Comment – This is the time we invite the public to address the Finance Committee with 
issues and concerns.  We ask you to limit your comments to three minutes.  Personal attacks or 
inappropriate language of any sort will not be tolerated.  We will allow a maximum of five 
speakers on a first come basis with sign up at the meeting.  Speakers may not address zoning 
matters which are pending before the ZBA, the Zoning Committee or the County Board.  
Personnel matters or pending or threatened litigation may not be addressed in open session.  An 
individual may speak a maximum of three times per calendar year on the same topic.  This 
prohibition shall include the repetition of the same topic in a statement on what is purported to 
be a different topic.  After acknowledgement by the chair, please stand and state your name. 

E. Treasurer’s Investment Update – Treasurer Theresa Grennan 
 

F. Budget Update 

G. Closed Session to Discuss Pending Litigation and Labor Negotiations 

H. Resolution Authorizing Execution of a Collective Bargaining Agreement with the American 
Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO, Illinois Council 31, Local 
473 (AFSCME) and the Winnebago County Circuit Clerk 
 

I. Other Matters 
 

J. Adjournment 



 
 Page 1  
  

 
Winnebago County Board 

Finance Committee Meeting 
County Administration Building 

404 Elm Street, Room 303 
Rockford, IL 61101 

 
Thursday, August 28, 2025 

Immediately following the Operations & Administrative Committee Meeting 
 

 
Present: Others Present: 
John Butitta, Chairperson 
Paul Arena 
Valerie Hanserd 
Joe Hoffman 
Keith McDonald 
John F. Sweeney 
Christina Valdez 
 

Patrick Thompson, County Administrator 
Steve Schultz, Chief Financial Officer 
Lafakeria Reuter, Civil Bureau Chief, State’s Attorney’s Office 
Chris Dornbush, Chief Operations Officer 
 
 

AGENDA: 
A. Call to Order 
B. Roll Call 
C. Approval of July 17, 2025 Minutes 
D. Public Comment – This is the time we invite the public to address the Finance Committee 

with issues and concerns.  We ask you to limit your comments to three minutes.  Personal 
attacks or inappropriate language of any sort will not be tolerated.  We will allow a 
maximum of five speakers on a first come basis with sign-up at the meeting.  Speakers may 
not address zoning matters that are pending before the ZBA, the Zoning Committee or the 
County Board.  Personnel matters or pending or threatened litigation may not be addressed 
in open session.  An individual may speak a maximum of three times per calendar year on 
the same topic.  This prohibition shall include the repetition of the same topic in a statement 
on what is purported to be a different topic.  After acknowledgment by the Chairman, please 
stand and state your name.  Thank you.  

E. Ordinance for a Budget Amendment for Probation Emergency Boiler Replacement 
F. Ordinance for a Budget Amendment for Circuit Court Year-End Adjustments 
G. Ordinance Amending the Winnebago County Code of Ordinances by the Addition of Article 

VIII to Chapter 78, Imposing a County Grocery Retailers’ Occupation Tax and County 
Grocery Service Occupation Tax 

H. Annual Appropriation Ordinance Fiscal Year 2026 
I. Discussion—Camera Project Amendment 
J. Third Quarter FY25 Finance Report 
K. Closed Session to Discuss Pending Litigation 
L. Resolution Authorizing Settlement of a Claim Against the County of Winnebago Entitled 

Jason Ferro versus Winnebago County 
M. Resolution Approving the Purdue Pharma, L.P. Bankruptcy Plan and Execution of the 

Governmental Entity Settlement Agreement Sackler Release (Opioid Litigation) 
N. Resolution Authorizing the County of Winnebago, Illinois’s Participation in Eight 

Defendant Settlements (Alvogen, Amneal, Apotex, Hikma, Indivior, Mylan, Sun Pharma 
and Zydus) (Opioid Litigation) 
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O. Budget Update 
P. Other Matters 
Q. Adjournment 

 
Call to Order 
Chairperson Butitta called the meeting to order at 5:55 PM. 
 
Roll Call 
Chairperson Butitta, yes; Mr. Arena, yes; Ms. Hanserd, yes; Mr. Hoffman, yes; Mr. McDonald, yes; 
Mr. Sweeney, yes; Ms. Valdez, yes.  
 
A quorum is present. 
 
Approval of July 17, 2025 Minutes 
Motion: Chairperson Butitta.  Second: Ms. Valdez. 
Chairperson Butitta called for any discussion. 
Chairperson Butitta called for a vote to approve the minutes of July 17, 2025. 
The motion was passed by a unanimous voice vote.   
 
Public Comment 
Chairperson Butitta omitted reading the Public Comment Section of the Agenda due to no one 
present to speak. 
 
Ordinance for a Budget Amendment for Probation Emergency Boiler Replacement 
Motion: Chairperson Butitta.  Second: Mr. Hoffman. 
Mr. Schultz reviewed the ordinance. 
Chairperson Butitta called for any discussion. 
Chairperson Butitta called for a vote to approve the ordinance. 
The motion was passed by a unanimous voice vote.   
 
Ordinance for a Budget Amendment for Circuit Court Year-End Adjustments 
Motion: Chairperson Butitta.  Second: Mr. Sweeney. 
Mr. Jakeway reviewed the ordinance. 
Chairperson Butitta called for any discussion. 

• Discussion followed. 
Chairperson Butitta called for a vote to approve the ordinance. 
The motion was passed by a unanimous voice vote.   
 
Ordinance Amending the Winnebago County Code of Ordinances by the Addition of Article 
VIII to Chapter 78, Imposing a County Grocery Retailers’ Occupation Tax and County 
Grocery Service Occupation Tax 
Motion: Chairperson Butitta.  Second: Ms. Valdez. 
Mr. Dornbush reviewed the ordinance. 
Chairperson Butitta called for any discussion. 

• Discussion followed. 
 
Roll Call Vote 
Chairperson Butitta called for a roll call vote. 
Chairperson Butitta, no; Mr. Arena, no; Ms. Hanserd, yes; Mr. Hoffman, yes; Mr. McDonald, no; 
Mr. Sweeney, yes; Ms. Valdez, yes. 
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The motion was passed by a majority vote conducted by roll call.   
 
Annual Appropriation Ordinance Fiscal Year 2026 
Motion: Chairperson Butitta.  Second: Ms. Valdez. 
Mr. Schultz discussed the ordinance. 
Chairperson Butitta called for any discussion. 

• Discussion followed. 
Chairperson Butitta called for a vote to approve the ordinance. 
The motion was passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Discussion—Camera Project Amendment 
Mr. Thompson requested that the Camera Project Amendment be included on the next Finance 
Committee agenda and provided related details. 
 
Third Quarter FY25 Finance Report 
Mr. Schultz discussed the third quarter FY25 Finance report. 
Chairperson Butitta called for any questions. 
 
Closed Session to Discuss Pending Litigation 
Motion: Chairperson Butitta made a motion to enter a Closed Session.  Second: Mr. Arena.  
 
Roll Call Vote 
Chairperson Butitta called for a roll call vote. 
Chairperson Butitta, yes; Mr. Arena, yes; Ms. Hanserd, yes; Mr. Hoffman, yes; Mr. McDonald, yes; 
Mr. Sweeney, yes; Ms. Valdez, yes.  
The motion to enter a Closed Session was passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
No action was taken in the Closed Session. 
 
Resolution Authorizing Settlement of a Claim Against the County of Winnebago Entitled 
Jason Ferro versus Winnebago County 
Motion: Chairperson Butitta.  Second: Mr. Arena. 
Chairperson Butitta called for any discussion. 
Chairperson Butitta called for a vote to approve the resolution. 
The motion was passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Resolution Approving the Purdue Pharma, L.P. Bankruptcy Plan and Execution of the 
Governmental Entity Settlement Agreement Sackler Release (Opioid Litigation) 
Motion: Chairperson Butitta.  Second: Mr. Hoffman. 
Chairperson Butitta called for any discussion. 
Chairperson Butitta called for a vote to approve the resolution. 
The motion was passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Resolution Authorizing the County of Winnebago, Illinois’s Participation in Eight Defendant 
Settlements (Alvogen, Amneal, Apotex, Hikma, Indivior, Mylan, Sun Pharma and Zydus) 
(Opioid Litigation) 
Motion: Chairperson Butitta.  Second: Ms. Valdez. 
Chairperson Butitta called for any discussion. 
Chairperson Butitta called for a vote to approve the resolution. 
The motion was passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
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Budget Update 
Mr. Schultz gave a Budget update. 
Chairperson Butitta called for any questions. 
 
Other Matters  
Mr. Sweeney expressed his appreciation to Ms. Reuter and her team for their efforts on the VAC 
litigation. 
 
Adjournment 
Chairperson Butitta called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.   
Motion: Mr. Hoffman.  Second: Ms. Valdez. 
The motion was passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:32 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nancy Bleile 
Executive Assistant 











Budget 
Update 



Closed Session to  
Discuss Pending Litigation & 

Labor Negotiations 



 

 

   

    Resolution Executive Summary 
 

  

Prepared By:   Lafakeria S. Reuter 
Committee:   Finance Committee 
Committee Date:  September 18, 2025 
Resolution Title:   Resolution Authorizing Execution of a Collective Bargaining 

Agreement with the American Federation of State, County, and 
Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO, Illinois Council 31, Local 473 
(AFSCME) and the Winnebago County Circuit Clerk 

County Code:      Not Applicable 
Board Meeting Date:    September 25, 2025 
 
Budget Information: 
 

Was item budgeted?    Yes              Appropriation Amount:    
If not, explain funding source:  N/A 
ORG/OBJ/Project Code:                          Budget Impact:  Within budgeted amount 

 
Background Information: The duly authorized representatives of the Winnebago County Circuit 
Clerk’s Office in good faith have negotiated a four-year collective bargaining agreement with 
AFSCME, concerning wages, hours, terms, and other conditions of employment for the term of 
October 1, 2025, through September 30, 2029.  
 
Recommendation: Staff concurs. 
 
Contract/Agreement: See attached tentative agreements.   
 
Legal Review:  Yes.  
 
Follow-Up: Execute new successor collective bargaining agreement with AFSCME.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Sponsored by: John Butitta    County Board Meeting:  September 25, 2025 
 

                                                                                                                                                             
 

RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

COUNTY BOARD OF THE COUNTY OF WINNEBAGO, ILLINOIS 
 

2025 CR _______ 
 

SUBMITTED BY:  FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
AGREEMENT WITH THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF STATE, COUNTY, AND 

MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES, AFL-CIO, ILLINOIS COUNCIL 31, LOCAL 473 
(AFSCME) AND THE WINNEBAGO COUNTY CIRCUIT CLERK 

__________________________________________________________________ 
  
 WHEREAS, the duly authorized representatives of the Winnebago County Circuit Clerk’s 
Office (“Circuit Clerk”) and American Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees, 
AFL-CIO, Illinois Council 31, Local 473 (“AFSCME”) are currently parties to a collective 
bargaining agreement; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Circuit Clerk in good faith have negotiated a four-year collective 
bargaining agreement with AFSCME, concerning wages, hours, terms, and other conditions of 
employment for the term of October 1, 2025, through September 30, 2029; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the current collective bargaining agreement between the Circuit Clerk and 
AFSCME expires on September 30, 2025; and 
 
             WHEREAS, AFSCME and the Circuit Clerk have been bargaining a successor 
collective bargaining agreement; and  
 
             WHEREAS, AFSCME and the duly authorized representatives of the Circuit Clerk have 
reached a tentative agreement on a successor collective bargaining agreement subject to the 
approval of the County Board; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Finance Committee of the County Board for the County of Winnebago, 
Illinois, in connection with said tentative agreement, has reviewed the changes to sections of the 
collective bargaining agreement currently in full force and effect, said section changes attached 
hereto as Exhibit A; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Finance Committee recommends the full County Board accept and 
approve the terms of said tentative agreement on a successor collective bargaining agreement 
between AFSCME and the Circuit Clerk, as summarized in the attachment to this Resolution. 
 
 
 



 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the County Board of the County of 
Winnebago, Illinois that the collective bargaining agreement between AFSCME and the 
Winnebago County Circuit Clerk be approved and that the Winnebago County Circuit Clerk be 
authorized to execute any documents necessary for implementation of said collective bargaining 
agreement.  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall be in full force and effective 
immediately upon its adoption and the Clerk of the County Board is hereby authorized to prepare 
and deliver certified copies of this Resolution to the Winnebago County Circuit Clerk, 
Winnebago County Board Chairman and AFSCME. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     



 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Finance Committee 

 
AGREE  DISAGREE 

 
 
 

  

JOHN BUTITTA, CHAIR  JOHN BUTITTA, CHAIR 

PAUL ARENA  PAUL ARENA 

VALERIE HANSERD  VALERIE HANSERD 

JOE HOFFMAN  JOE HOFFMAN 

KEITH MCDONALD  KEITH MCDONALD  

JOHN F. SWEENEY  JOHN F. SWEENEY 

CHRISTINA VALDEZ  CHRISTINA VALDEZ 
 
 
The above and foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Finance Committee of the  

 
County of Winnebago, Illinois this _____day of _________________________ 2025. 
 

 
 

ATTESTED BY: JOSEPH V. CHIARELLI 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNTY BOARD 

OF THE COUNTY OF WINNEBAGO, ILLINOIS 
LORI GUMMOW 
CLERK OF THE COUNTY BOARD  
OF THE COUNTY OF WINNEBAGO, ILLINOIS 

 

 
 



EXHIBIT A
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