
 

OPERATIONS & ADMINISTRATIVE 
COMMITTEE AGENDA 

                          
Called by:  Keith McDonald, Chairman DATE: MONDAY, MAY 17, 2021 
Members:  John Butitta, Jean Crosby, TIME: 5:30 PM 
Paul Arena, Joe Hoffman, Dorothy 
Redd, Jaime Salgado 
 

LOCATION:   VIRTUAL MEETING - ZOOM 
(WINNEBAGO COUNTY YOUTUBE 
LIVE)                      

 
The Winnebago County Board Chairman has determined that an in-person meeting is not 

practicable or prudent because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
AGENDA:  
 

A. Call to Order  
 

B. Roll Call 
 

C. Approval of March 4, 2021 Minutes    
 

D. Public Comment – This is the time we invite the public to address the Operations and 
Administrative Committee with issues and concerns.  We ask you to limit your comments to 
three minutes.  Personal attacks or inappropriate language of any sort will not be tolerated.  We 
will allow a maximum of five speakers on a first come basis with sign up at the meeting.  
Speakers may not address zoning matters which are pending before the ZBA, the Zoning 
Committee or the County Board.  Personnel matters or pending or threatened litigation may 
not be addressed in open session.  An individual may speak a maximum of three times per 
calendar year on the same topic.  This prohibition shall include the repetition of the same topic 
in a statement on what is purported to be a different topic.  After acknowledgement by the 
chair, please stand and state your name.  Thank you.  
 

E. Discussion Regarding the 2020 Reapportionment of County Board Districts 
 

F. Other Matters   
 

G. Adjournment 
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Winnebago County Board 
Operations and Administrative Committee Meeting 

Virtual Meeting – Zoom 
(Winnebago County YouTube Live) 

 
Thursday, March 4, 2021 

5:30 PM 
   

Present: Others Present: 
John Butitta 
Jean Crosby 
Paul Arena 
Joe Hoffman 
Dorothy Redd 
Jaime Salgado 
 
Absent: 
Keith McDonald, Chairman 
 

Joe Chiarelli, County Board Chairman 
Pat Thompson, County Administrator 
Dave Rickert, Chief Financial Officer 
Gus Gentner, IT Department 
Lafakeria Vaughn, State’s Attorney’s Office 
Melinda Macias, Purchasing Dept. 
Tom Hodges, Supervisor of Assessments 
Steve Schultz, County Board Member 
Dave Kelley, County Board Member 
Dave Tassoni, County Board Member 
 

AGENDA:        
A. Call to Order  
B. Roll Call 
C. Approval of October 7, 2020 Operations and Administrative Minutes and September 17 and 

October 15, 2020 Personnel and Policies  
D. Public Comment 
E. Resolution to Change Hours of the County Clerk’s Office on Election Day 
F. Resolution Awarding Bids for Uniform Rental Services 
G. Other Matters  
H. Adjournment 
 
 

Mr. Butitta called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM. 
 
Motion to approve the October 7, 2020 Operations and Administrative Minutes and 
September 17 and October 15, 2020 Personnel and Policies 
Moved:  Ms. Crosby, Seconded:  Mr. Hoffman. 
Roll call:  Ms. Crosby yes, Mr. Arena yes, Mr. Hoffman yes, Ms. Redd yes, Mr. Salgado yes and 
Mr. Butitta yes.  
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 

 
Public Comment 
Mr. Butitta omitted reading the Public Comment section of the Agenda due to no one present to 
speak. 
 
Resolution to Change Hours of the County Clerk’s Office on Election Day 
Motion by Mr. Butitta and Seconded by Ms. Crosby. 
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Roll call:  Ms. Crosby yes, Mr. Arena yes, Mr. Hoffman yes, Ms. Redd yes, Mr. Salgado yes and 
Mr. Butitta yes.  
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Resolution Awarding Bids for Uniform Rental Services 
Motion by Mr. Butitta and Seconded by Mr. Hoffman. 

• A discussion followed.   
Roll call:  Ms. Crosby yes, Mr. Arena yes, Mr. Hoffman yes, Ms. Redd yes, Mr. Salgado yes and 
Mr. Butitta yes.   
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Other Matters 
None 
 
Motion to Adjourn.  Moved:  Mr. Hoffman, Seconded:  Mr. Arena.   
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.   

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Amy Ferling 
Administrative Assistant 
 
  



 
Memo - Executive Summary 

   Committee Date: Monday, May 17, 2021   
   Committee: Operations & Administrative 
   Prepared By: Chris Dornbush 
 

Regional Planning & Economic Development Department  
404 Elm Street, Rm 403, Rockford, IL 61101 | www.wincoil.us 

Phone: (815) 319- 4350 | E-mail: buildingdept@wincoil.us      

 

Document Title:  Discussion regarding the 2020 Reapportionment of County Board Districts 
 
State Law:  55ILCS 5/2-3001, et seq. 
 
Board Meeting Date: NA  
 
Budget Information: 
Was item budgeted? NA Appropriation Amount:   $ 

 
If not, explain funding source:    
ORG - OBJ - Project Code:  Budget Impact:  

 
Background Information: 
Every 10 years the U.S Census Bureau counts the U.S. population as mandated by the U.S. 
Constitution. The State of Illinois requires that Counties sized and structured as Winnebago 
County reapportion the board districts by July 1, 2021. Statute further requires a meeting to be 
held by the 3rd Wednesday of May regarding a reapportionment plan. However, due to the 
federal government missing the set deadlines, this process (redistricting) is not able to follow the 
outlined statute. The U.S. Census Bureau data must be used for the reapportionment of county 
board districts and cannot be substituted. Until the U.S. Census Bureau provides the data, the 
County is unable to proceed with reapportioning. 
 
Recommendation:  
Winnebago County Administration recommends complying with State Statute, until further 
direction can be given by the State. 
 
Contract/Agreement: 
No 
 
Legal Review:   
Yes – State Statute. 
 
Follow-Up: 
The County Board Chairman will update the Board as the situation develops. 

http://www.wincoil.us/


















May 13, 2021 

 

RE: Reapportionment of Winnebago County Board Districts Timeline 

Dear Illinois General Assembly Representatives: 

The Illinois law (55 ILCS 5/2-3001, et seq.) requires that county board districts be 

redrawn every ten years and requires the utilization of the federal census data to properly 

reapportion the county board districts. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic interfering with the 

decennial census process, the U.S. Census Bureau missed its statutory deadline of December 31, 

2020, to deliver population counts to the President and Congress. This further caused the U.S. 

Census Bureau to miss its April 1, 2021, deadline to send redistricting counts to the states. 

Ultimately, this has caused an unpreventable consequence for Winnebago County, Illinois being 

unable to meet the requirements of the Illinois statute (55 ILCS 5/2-3001, et seq.) to reapportion 

county board districts by July 1, 2021. In addition, the U.S. Census Bureau has announced that it 

will not release the new census data until September 2021. Without the federal census data, 

Illinois counties, including Winnebago County will not be able to fulfill statutory obligations and 

timetables to redraw county board districts in a manner that utilizes the most recent and updated 

population counts. The ability to reapportion county board districts using updated numbers is 

essential to preserving elected representation at the county level that reflects the true and 

accurate population within Winnebago County. The accuracy for representation is essential for 

giving voters a meaningful voice within their government and is therefore the foundation for 

maintaining the integrity and substance of representative government and our democratic 

institutions. Winnebago County, Illinois urges the General Assembly and the Governor to work 

with county leaders toward a viable solution intended to address the delay in the federal census 

data and to ensure that county board districts can be reapportioned using the most accurate 

numbers.  

Sincerely, 

 

Joseph Chiarelli 
Chairman of the County Board  
of the County of Winnebago, Illinois 
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